
We Have Nothing to Fear 

By Jim Hill,  April 26, 2020 
 

 
 Let us begin in prayer: 
 

 Lord, we thank You for Your unfailing love; Your blessings, and goodness. We thank 
You for Your faithfulness in guiding us and seeing us through times of uncertainty, for lifting 
us up, and setting us in a better place. We thank You for Scripture that comforts and reminds 
us of Your promises, plans, and provisions. We thank you for taking away our fears and wor-
ries, and reminding us that our help comes from You. Help us be good stewards and to live 
our lives wisely. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
 

 There is a story about a Catholic Priest, a Methodist Minister, and a Jewish Rabbi that 
all got into a boat to go fishing. After a period, the Rabbi told the others he needed a drink of 
water, so he stepped out of the boat, walked across the water to the shore and got a drink. A 
few minutes later, the Priest wanted a drink too and, he also walked across the water to the 
shore. The Methodist Pastor thought to himself 'If God lets them walk on water, he'll let me 
too, and steps out of the boat. He sinks like a rock into the lake. The Rabbi turned to the 
Priest and said "Guess he didn't know where the stepping stones were." 
 I hope that brought a smile to your face and this story, from the Gospel of Mark about 
another group of men in a boat, brings you peace:  
 “…when evening came, Jesus said to them, "Let's cross over to the other side of the 
lake." They left the crowd and took him in the boat just as he was. Other boats followed 
along. Gale-force winds arose, and waves crashed against the boat so that the boat was 
swamped. But Jesus was in the rear of the boat, sleeping on a pillow. They woke him up and 
said, "Teacher, don't you care that we're drowning?" He got up and gave orders to the wind, 
and he said to the lake, "Silence! Be still!" The wind settled down and there was a great 
calm. Jesus asked them, "Why are you frightened? Don't you have faith yet?" Overcome with 
awe, they said to each other, "Who then is this? Even the wind and the sea obey him!" 
 Taken literally this story is only a minor event during Christ’s ministry. No more than a 
physical miracle in which an actual storm is stilled; which is wonderful and something at 
which we must marvel. However, taken literally it is something which happened once a long 
time ago and cannot happen again. But if we read it in a spiritual or symbolic sense it has 
much more meaning for us. Read in this manner, it is something that has happened many 
times and still happens, even to us today. For when we voyage with Jesus, our hearts are 
filled with peace during even the most frightening of storms.  
 Ask yourself, what made the disciples in the boat initially so awestruck and fearful? 
They had already witnessed Him healing countless people in synagogues and private resi-
dences, and along the roads. They had already witnessed Him baffling the learned scribes 
and Pharisees. So, why was the calming of a sea so shocking? It was the fact that the storm 
responded so quickly. It just stopped; like turning off a light-switch, a sudden and complete 
calm. A miracle so instantaneous it frightened His disciples but He reassured them. Once He 
spoke and they knew He was there, peace entered their hearts. It is a wonderful lesson for 
the disciples and for us. In Jesus’ presence we can have peace in the wildest of storms.  
Jesus gives us peace in the storm of sorrow. When sorrow comes to us, as it must and has, 
 He tells us of the glory of the life to come. He changes the darkness of death into the 
sunshine of life. He tells us of the love of God our Father in heaven. In the storm of sorrow 
Jesus tells us that those we love have gone to be with God, and gives us certainty of our one
-day meeting again.     
 



 Jesus gives us peace when life’s problems create doubt, tension and uncertainty. 
When we stand at a fork in the road and do not know which path to take, we need only ask 
Jesus and the way will become clear. Our problems are not that we don’t know what course 
to follow, that is true for all, but that we don’t ask for Jesus’ guidance. To ask His guidance 
and submit to it leads to peace.  
 Jesus gives us peace in the storms of anxiety. Today, we worry; we worry for our-
selves, for an unknown future, for those we love. But Jesus speaks to us of a Father who will 
dry our tears and provide a love which will never leave. In anxiety, Jesus brings us the peace 
of the love of God.  
 I believe that when Jesus speaks storms subside and the swelling tumults of life are 
calmed. And I believe  in the vision of Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, when he writes: “I 
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (8:38-39).  
 We have nothing to fear, let us pray: 
 

 Lord, this is the day you have made, we will rejoice and be glad in it! For You promise 
our beloved rest and peace. You are ever so close to us, Father. We can do all things 
through You, for You are the source of our strength. Let all we do honor You. As you encour-
age us, let us be an encouragement to those around us.  
 Remind us when we falter and fail that You uphold us. Your merciful hand has pur-
posed our lives, and we cannot outrun your love or free gift of salvation by Jesus’ sacrifice 
for us. Father, you weave our stories throughout ancient history and onto tomorrow. You 
number our days and surround us with Your love. When we are down, send Your Holy Spirit 
to remind us of Your loving kindness.  
 Help us to keep getting up, keep following You, keep hoping, and holding onto the joy 
and peace Jesus gave us. He is our ultimate source of encouragement. In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen  
 


